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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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3. [3 The drawings filed on 6/16/1999 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. William J. Breen III (Reg. No. 45,313) on 8/12/04. 

In the claims: 

a. Claim 1; 



- Line 6, replace "groups of functions" with - the one or more 
groups --; 

- Line 9, replace "." with - ; wherein the programming objects 
comprise COM objects and wherein said factoring comprises 
creating a hierarchy of object interfaces in which certain 
interfaces can inherit from other interfaces. -; 



b. 



Cancel claims 3 and 4; 



c. 



Claim 14; 



- Line 12, replace "." with - ; wherein the programming objects 



comprise COM objects and wherein said factoring comprises 
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creating a hierarchy of object interfaces in which certain 
interfaces can inherit from other interfaces. -; 

d. Cancel claim 20; 

e. Claim 24; 

- Line 7, replace "organizing the interface sub-groups so that at 
least one of the interface sub-groups inherits from at least one 
other of the interface of the interface sub-groups," with -- wherein 
said factoring comprises creating a hierarchy of object interfaces in 
which certain interfaces can inherit from other interfaces -; 

- Line 10, replace with - and wherein the programming objects 
comprise COM objects. -; 

f. Cancel claims 26 and 29-35; 

g. Claim 36; 

- Line 1 1 , replace "." with - wherein at least some of the 
programming objects are disposed across at least one process 
boundary and at least one machine boundary and wherein the 
programming objects comprise COM objects. -; 

h. Cancel claims 39 and 40; 

i. Claim 41; 

- Line 16, replace "." with - wherein at least some of the 
programming objects are disposed across at least one process 
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boundary and at least one machine boundary and wherein the 



programming objects comprise COM objects. -; 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles E Anya whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
341 1. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00) First Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, An Meng-Ai can be reached on (703) 305-9678. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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